
A dome can be understood as a series of arches turning 
around a center. Its curved form carries its own weight 
through the structure and toward the supports around its 
base.

Like an arch, a masonry dome also pushes outward. 
The supports at its base must resist this outward thrust. 
When these forces are properly resisted, a dome can cover a 
wide space without a central column.  wide space without a central column.  

Today, domes appear in sacred, civic, and public buildings 
around the world. Famous examples include Florence Cathedral, 
the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, Saint Basil’s Cathedral in 
Moscow, and the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

These domes come from different periods, cultures, materials, 
and structural traditions. Together, they show how one 
architectural form has been reinterpreted again and again.  

Ready to build your own dome—and discover where the 
curve holds? 

Athens was one of ancient Greece’s great intellectual centers. 
Philosophers debated life, virtue, 
politics, and the natural world, while 
mathematicians and astronomers explored mathematicians and astronomers explored 

geometry and the sky. Public geometry and the sky. Public 
debate also became central 
to Athenian civic life and 
democracy.

Greek thinkers developed influential ways of questioning and 
studying the world. Geometry, proportion, studying the world. Geometry, proportion, 
and symmetry became important 
principles in Greek art and architecture.principles in Greek art and architecture.

Circular buildings called tholoi 
appeared in Greek architecture, while earlier appeared in Greek architecture, while earlier 
Mycenaean builders created monumental Mycenaean builders created monumental 
beehive-shaped tombs with dome-like interiors.  beehive-shaped tombs with dome-like interiors.  

Greek public life unfolded 
in many kinds of spaces, 
including agoras, theaters, 
temples, and circular 

buildings. In later architecture, 
curved and domed forms made it curved and domed forms made it 

possible to cover broad interiors while keeping 
the center open.

Across later centuries, architects adapted 
the dome in many sizes, materials, 
and structural systems. Its ability 
to cover open central spaces 
made it useful for gathering 
places, sacred buildings, civic halls, 
and monuments.  Updated digital version — October 2026

Some earlier printed copies contain factual inaccuracies. 
This downloadable version has been reviewed and 
updated to correct those points.
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Find these pieces and let’s start building!




